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Happy 4 th  of July!!  
 

NEW HOME PAGE  
    Of interesté. 
 

How Do I Decide on a Builder?é..Okay, I have decided not to 

remodel or buy a foreclosure.  I want a real  house, and I want it built just like I want it.  
How do I go about selecting a builder that is right for me, that will build a good house 
for me, and be someone I can trust?    Knowing what I know, maybe the following 
research questions could help in making a good decision on a choosing a builder.  Of 
course, I would choose me, but there is only so much of me to go around.  Alas, so many 
houses, so little time.   
 

Builder Questions:  
 
1 How long has the builder been in business, and/or how many times?  
 

Explanation:  Great question.   It is important for people to choose established 
builders.  At the tail end of a great run in home building, like we have just had, a lot of 
ñfly-by-nightersò get into the market because all builders are rich, and it looks easy, 
right?  There is huge access to cash, not necessarily profits, in home building, mainly 
yours.  Each time a builder completes a certain task, in the construction ñcritical pathò, 
he/she is funded a certain percentage of the construction loan funs.  For example, the 
foundation is worth, 25% of the total construction loan.  A normal custom home 
construction loan can easily be $500,000.  Letôs see, 25% of $500K, that is aboutéat 
least a new Rolex.  See what I mean.  I remember, a guy in the early 90ôs that sort of 
came on the scene as a builder.  He was young, nice looking guy, formerly a tractor man 
that graded lots (ñsmoothed outò,  for the lay person) for builders.  The next thing I 
know, he built a house, and entered it into a a Kaleidoscope of Homes show, in which he 
won several of the ñBest oféñ awards.  Later, I would see him driving around town in a 
Mercedes 450 SLC Coup with the top down.  He could not have been over 25 years old.  
He was, as Z-Z-Top describes in the song,  ñIôm Bad, Iôm Nationwideò (you remember 
the lyrics, 3rd Verse, ñWell, I was moving down the road in my V -8 Ford, I had 
a shine on my boots and my sideburns lowered.  With my New York brim 
and my gold tooth displayed, No body give me trouble cause they know I 
got it made.  Iôm bad, Iôm nationwideò).  Yep, that was this guy to a TEE.  Well, 
about a year rolls by, and this guy is back to driving a tractor.  Apparently, some of the 
home construction bills didnôt get paid (a mere oversight, Iôm sure) and a few of the 




