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All the leaves are brown

(leaves are brown) and the sky is gray (and the sky is
gray)...California dreamin (Cali-forn-ia dreamin) on a winter’s
day... The Mamas and The Papas. Ah, yes, it’s fall. The temperature is
falling, the air is freshening, and here come the onslaught of holidays. I love this time
of year.

NEW HOME PAGE
Of interest ....

“Well Heck! I can build our house my own self...”

Yes, you can, sir, and I can perform by-pass surgery on your heart. All I need is a real
sharp knife, right? What?!! It is entirely true. You can physically build your own home,
and I could physically cut your chest open re-route the pipes (whatever they are called)
of your heart. Although you might find a tube of silicone DAP in your chest cavity upon
review of your next X-Ray, but I could do it. Now, if continuance of life becomes an
issue, then we might have a problem because I didn’t say I could do it right. All I said
was, I could physically perform by-pass surgery on your heart, and you can build your
own home. Quite often, I am approached by people trying to decide whether to pay me
to build their house, or do it themselves. I would say this type of thinking tends to
happen out in the counties, not usually in the cities proper, but it does happen. My
analysis above, although absurd, is relative. I'm sure you are very comfortable with
building your own home because you have friend that is an electrician, another one that
is a roofer, and, perhaps another one that is a sheetrocker. You are thinking, “Heck, I
can save about $20,000, just right there!” Wrong, Grasshopper!

Okay, | et " s TIlysaytitonceagam, yes,tyou can build your own home,
but here are the questions you should ask yourself:

1 Am I knowledgeable about the various tasks, to be able to know
when | *"m getting screwed?

A. Your non-certified foundation engineer, the one with the shovel says,
“You know, you really don’t need 24” deep beams in your foundation
because the ground is real really hard to dig and 20” deep beams will be
deep enough and just as good. Shoot, the ground is hard enough to hold
up your house. Plus, I'd have to charge you extra.”

Answer: Not so much. Concrete grows in strength
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exponentially with regard t deamhs ckness,
not only 20% thicker, but has an exponential increased strength

value (Ihaveno i dea what the exponent i s, [ “ m
B. Soil testing is $1500 - $2000, an expense that really does not need
to be done.

Answer: Not necessary. Would you agree to surgery
without an MRI or an X-ray? Ididn’t think so.

C. Concrete man wants to pour (slab or driveway) because he has
another job to go to. Itis near freezing, is it ok to pour?
Answer : I f it*"s near ératarezi ng with
dropping, don"t pour. I f it is near

temperature is rising and should continue to rise, go
ahead and pour. Remember, water is a major component in
concrete. If water freezes it will weaken your concrete.

D. The framer says I can save about 25% cost on studs if I have him
build the walls with studs on 24” centers instead of 16” centers.
Answer: The framer is correct. Volume builders build
houses on 24" centers all day | ong.
the greater spacing between studs lends itself to a greater
propensity for the sheetrock, moulding, etc., to get out of
line causing crooked wal | s . We al ways build wa
centers, because fixing a crooked wall means calling the
framer, the sheetrocker, the texture guy, and the painter,
so that means scheduling appointments with 4 or 5 guys
and the homeowner bef or enobworthf t er wo
it.

E. You noticed the mitered joints around the doors and the crown
mould joints are not lining up exactly. There seems to be a gap big
enough to throw a small dog through, but the trim carpenter says
that’s the painter’s job to caulk that.
Answer: Uh, you“re getting screwed, dude
only be what amounts to a tight seam where the moulds
adjoin. Of course if this guy is charging you $0.25 per square foot
less than what everybody else quoted you, then you are getting what
you deserve. Tight Wad!

2 Do Ihave the time to take time away from the job that is
tantamount to the facilitation of me paying for this house that I
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am going to save so much money on?

Your assumption: Prior to the construction of your home, you, being the
organized business man that you are, plan how every day is going to be
scheduled out. You have to be at your office at 8:00, which is a 30 minute
drive from the new home site, so every morning you will stop by “the project”
between 7:00 & 7:30 every morning, so you can meet with the subs to discuss
the day’s goals to be accomplished, and to answer any questions the various
subs might have.

The Reality: The subs don’t get there between 7.00 & 7.30 am, like they
originally agreed. Example I: Everette Ray, the plumber (you may have
a sheetrocker friend, an electrician friend, or a roofer friend, but
no body has a frriend that is a plumber — they don’t have any
Jriends), got a call last night from the bitchy little lady that lives on the
other side of town, so, first thing, he has to go fix her commode that won’t
quit running, and the kitchen sink is leaking. Consequently, he doesn’t get
there till 9:30, because he got to her house and he had to let her bitch for
about thirty minutes because she had called the builder a month ago about
this stuff. Everette Ray says he needs to meet you really bad, so you two can
figure out where the water heater is going to go because it’s not on the plans.
You tell Everette Ray to put it where he thinks it should go, which he agrees
to do, but he makes sure to let you know that if it is not where you want it,
he’ll have to charge you to move it. Knowing that could cost you $400 or
$500, you tell him not to leave, you will be there in 30 minutes. If you spend
30 minutes driving each way and 30 minutes with Everette Ray, then you
have lost an hour and a half of your morning on just one sub for one
component of the house, not to mention all of the $4.00 gas you just burned.
Example II: Sip, Hoopy, and Popeye (their daddy used to run cat whiskey
in East Texas), the framers, have a question. The floor plan calls for one
4060 (4 wide by 6’ tall) window to be in the dining room, which is on the
front of the house, but the elevation drawing (what it looks like from the
front), shows 2 - 3060 windows mulled together with a transom window
mulled to the top of both of those windows. How do you want them to build
it? Your thinking is, “Let’s see, it is on the front of the house where the whole
world will know see it , and if it looks stupid, then the whole world will
know you built the house yourself because Randall Garrett would never
have let that happen”. Sip, Hoopy, and Popeye, all agree that the one 4060
window, by itself, makes the house look sort of plain, but the two 3060’s with
a transom window mulled to the top of both of them will not fit in the dining
room with a 10’ ceiling. You say, “Ten foot ceiling in the dining
room??!! That is supposed to be a cathedral ceiling in the dining
room!” Sip, Hoopy, & Popeye, say, “That’s not what the plans say,
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and you didn’t tell them that wanted a cathedral ceiling in the
dining room. If that is what you want, then they are going to
have to tear all of that ceiling out of the dining room and re-
Jrame it. That’s gonna cost you more”. You tell them not to tear
damn thing because you are on your way. They tell you that’s fine but you
better hurry because they are at a stopping point, and they can’t afford to
have their guys standing around at $15 per hour. You stop by your boss’s
office to tell him you have to run out to your house, AGAIN, for a minute
because there is a problem at the job. He looks over his little, tiny, reading
glasses, and nods ok, but you know that nod is not a good nod, because you
are spending waaaaayyyy more time on that job than this job. Tomorrow, it
might be a little chilly at the office because, as a result of your findings, you
don’t make it back to the office that day. It seems that this is a big decision
that requires input from your wife. She can’t visualize what you guys are
talking about, so she has to come out there too. She can’t leave for an hour
because she has a meeting in five minutes. You end up buying the crew, all
ten of them, lunch at the Golden Corral, to the tune of $150, just to bribe
them not to leave till your wife gets there. That $150 was not a budget line
item.

Are you getting the picture? Should I give you more? No? I thought that
would be enough to get my point across.

Story: Ibuilt a house for a single, macho, airline pilot, in the 80’s. We were building
his hip, bachelor pad to entertain all of the ladies that sought his affection. At the time,
the color “mauve” was very hip and avant guarde. You might remember, mauve was a
dusty rose-ish color. That is what he wanted for his entire house, so I made him pick the
color out and bring a color chip to me. Being the self-assured man that he was, upon
presenting me with his choice, he stood firm in his selection, and stated that was, for
sure, the exact color he wanted. He, then left for a ski trip to Utah. Ok, big guy, that is
the color you wanted, so that is the color you get. Now, if you do not have much
experience in selecting colors from a small sample, pay heed to the rest of the story. I
will attest that the color on the chip looked very mauve to me, in its sample size, but
brothers and sisters, let me tell you, when painted on the walls of a well-lit and airy
home, it was “pitty tink” PINK! That house, painted that color, looked like a setting for
an episode of the “Cat House, Live from the Bunny Ranch Brothel”. It was
PPPPPIITINNNNKKKKK! That pilot was furious when he got home from Utah. He
accused me of everything from assassinating the President, to being gay (not that there
is anything wrong with that). He hated it and wanted it re-painted, but when we held
his “paint chip” up to the wall, IT WAS THE EXACT COLOR HE PICKED! I quoted him
$2500 to repaint the house, but he was so hissed that he refused. You know how
chinchy , I mean smart with their money, pilots are. He moved into that “Victoria
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Secret” house and repainted it his damn self. I think he painted it a beige color. NO

GUTS!

3

4.

6.

Will my friends really help me?

a. Will they do the work when I need it done, or will it be after their
normal working hours, and will they work till the job is finished or will
it be in their spare time? And do I have to take them sandwiches and
beer every day they are working at my house?

b. Will they give me the best possible price, and how will I know if they
are giving me the best possible price?

c. What happens if their work is not that great, and how do I work out the
paying of not-so-great-work to a friend?

d. Who pays for the screw ups — you, because your friend is giving you
such a great deal or, your friend because he is doing the work and he is
supposed to it right?

e. Can I live without this friend, and how uncomfortable will Sunday
School class be when the last thing you said to him began with “ars”
and ended with something similar to the center of a doughnut?

Can my marriage stand the stress?

She told you to call Randall Garrett from the very beginning, but he wanted
to make a profit off of you. He’s a professional, we can’t afford that. Just
Think of me, right before you lay your head down at night, and she asks, “Did
you call the framer about changing the dining room ceiling? He told me he
was going deer hunting tomorrow, and the electrician has already started.
You know I can'’t live with that flat ceiling and the sheet rockers will be here
before he gets back. I told you to call him last week, at least twice”... Sleep
well!

. What happens if there is a major structural defect?

Go look in the mirror for the answer. Oh yea, you can call F. Lee, and file a
lawsuit on Burly Glen, the concrete man, but chances are he won’t ever pick
up your nasty little demand letter, if you have his correct address (They tend
to move around a lot). You can spend $10,000 getting your summary
judgment, but it’s going to cost $100K to fix your house, and ole Burly lives
in a rent house and owns a pickup that he is four months behind on the
payment. What do you say to that guy in the mirror, now (not to mention the
little lady waiting for you to come to bed — she didn’t used to keep a butcher
knife on the night stand)?

Can I handle the consequences, such as in additional accrued interest,
juggling current living quarters, or living with your spouse that wanted to pay
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Randall Garrett Homes, Inc., in the first place (because she knew this would
happen if we did it ourselves, but NO — you had to do it this way, Idiot!),
should it take two to three times longer to finish the house than was
planned?

Just some things to think about before you pick up that scalpel, Mr. Tight Wad.
Mar ket News

BUSINESS AND OFFICE PAGE
Of interest....

Randall Garrett Homes, Inc, - For Sale

Keller, Bourland Oaks Community (www.bourlandoaks.com):
816 Gentle Wind - 4 Beds, 4.5 Baths, Study, Game, Media, 3 car (4,189 sf)
Cool Feature - “Pottery Barn” Styling $579,000

812 Gentle Wind - 5 Beds, 4.5 Baths, Study, Game, Media, 3 car (4,487 sf)
Cool Feature - wheel chair access to 2nd bedroom  $619,000

416 Settlers Ridge - 4 Beds, 4.5 Baths, Study, Game, Media, 3 car (4,142 sf)
Cool Feature - 2 outdoor living areas $589,000

400 Settlers Ridge - 4 Beds, 4.5 Baths, Study, Game, Media, 3 car (4,596 sf)
Cool Feature - Pond view/best price per sf in B Oaks$599,000

Arlington, Lago Vista - Gated Community with common pool & cabana
(randallgarretthomes.com):

4802 Spicewood - 3 Beds, 2.5 Baths, Study, 2 car (2,515 sf)
Cool Feature - “Pottery Barn” Styling $299,000

4810 Spicewood - 3 Beds, 2 Baths, Study, 3 car (2,566 sf)
Cool Feature - only 3-car available $319,000

Hurst, Glade Pointe Court (randallgarretthomes.com):
3209 Glade Pointe Ct. - 3 Beds, 2.5 Baths, Study, Game, Loft, Upper Balcony,
exercise room2 car (3,569 sf)
Cool Feature - It’s like living in a mountain chalet with a Low
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maintenance, wooded lot that backs up to a creek. It’s like a bird
sanctuary. Mallard ducks cup their wings and land in your back yard
during the winter. $469,000
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Classified Section...

If you need to fence something out or fence something in,

Sundance Metal Fabricators, LLdo! is whe
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“I have bought a lot of iron fences and gates in my career, but I have never
seen a product of this quality. I went to the factory, in Austin, to
personally see the product and the process. Sundance uses galvanized
steel with a powder coated finish. You know what else is powder coated -
Automobile engines! It will last!!”.....Randall Garrett

M1 Galvanized Steel
1 Powder Coated Finish
1 Gazette Approved

Sundance Metal Fabricators * www.sundancemetal.com * DFW 817.516.7000

HARBRAHBBHABRAHRAARRAHBRARRAHBRAHBH BB RA BB AR B R AR BH AR R AR R R SR AHH

Randall Garrett Homes, Inc. Randall W. Garrett Const. Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1708 104 Grapevine Hwy., Suite 100
Colleyville, Texas 76034 Hurst, Texas 76054

Office: 817.475.4644 www.randallgarretthomes.com Fax: 817.472.7156



http://www.sundancemetal.com/

SRanoall Garvett Gajette

Price: Priceless!
Vol. X Home Builder News October 2008

Restaurant Furnishings for Sale!! The lovely and talented Ana Garrett closed

down her restaurant in Frisco, so we have an abundance of real marble and granite
tables with iron chairs. Purchased wholesale for $1200 originally (you can’t tear up
granite and iron)..........cccccceeeevieerieeecneeennen. per set (1 table, 4 chairs)................ $250.00

Original Oil Paintings by Venezuelan artist, Hugo Camacaro.................. $250.00
For Information on the above Call Annie at the office, 817.428.7103, or me 817.475.4644.

Advertising rwpape: (It ,s my

1 Send me $50. You get 3 months.
2 I write the ad. We are “ocular pollution green” - no stupid ads.
3 I have to like the product or service before it goes in the paper. I will not

compromise my integrity for $50. Now, for $100, I could be swayed. I call it

What you get for $50:

1 A 3 months-running ad in a paper that reaches at least some people (most of
them in my family) from all walks of life.

2 Professionally-ish written ad.

3 Personal product endorsement.

4 No ticks from Fifi (last months reference to being in the dog house, after I call).

Call the office or email to make arrangements. We are considering corporate sponsors
as well, before we take this company pubic with our imminent IPO (working on my goal
setting).

KKk K% KEXEKXKKKELLXKKKEEXRXLERXKXXXXXRXKR KKK KEKKEXXKXKXKKXXXRXLXKRRXXXRXRRKX

In M Yy Opinion (that, and $5 will get you $0.50 worth of coffee at
Starbucks).....By Randall Garrett

Sarah Palin I1... Did anybody get the number of that Alaskan snow
mobile that ran over the Hussein-the-gravy-train-campaign? They are
freaking out!! The great orator, Barry, is stuttering and stammering, unless of course he
has a teleprompter to read from, calling her names, like lipstick on a pig. Is that all you
got — name calling? I know you are, so what am I? Iknow you are, so what am I? You
think Barry is rolled up in the fetal position, talking to himself about this Joe Biden
thing? Joe Biden? Are you kidding me? He makes Dan Quayle look like the Second
Coming.

Randall Garrett Homes, Inc. Randall W. Garrett Const. Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1708 104 Grapevine Hwy., Suite 100
Colleyville, Texas 76034 Hurst, Texas 76054

Office: 817.475.4644 www.randallgarretthomes.com Fax: 817.472.7156




SRanoall Garvett Gajette

Price: Priceless!
Vol. X Home Builder News October 2008

By the way, have you heard, Barry has dispatched 30, 40, 50 lawyers to Sarah
Palin’s home town to dig up dirt on the Governor. Do you wonder about their attacks?
Every time they attack her it is of a personal nature, and/or against her family. They
have stooped so low as to pick on a child, a 17 year old child. They can’t even come up
with any policies or issues to besmirch her on, so they are trying to assassinate her
character. Do you know why? Because she succeeded to where she is without following
the “liberal prescription”, like Nurse Rachett, I mean, Hillary. She has attained the
pinnacle that Hillary coveted so bad. She wouldn’t even divorce Bill to get that level
(and that’s a huge sacrifice). She is making the marks that all of Hillary’s cronies were
desperately positioning her for. She even made Charles Gibson look like a sniveling
dufus. They have to walk gingerly on the hallowed grounds, being the top woman in an
otherwise man’s game, or else they will be cutting the legs out from under Nurse
Ratchet, I mean Hillary, for 2012. Have you noticed how quiet Nurse Ratchet is being
through all of this? Vewy Vewy Kwiet, aaaaaaaaa (Elmer Fudd, or Bill).

Now (no pun intended), the National Organization of Women (NOW Gang)
called her a man! That’s right — a man! They said the only thing Sarah Palin has in
common with Hillary is a chromosome. They are furious that a Republican woman is
doing what they wanted the nurse to do. So, if I understand this right, it is NOT the
National Organization of Women, it is the National Organization of “LIBERAL” Women.
That kinda thins your ranks, doesn’t it? I guess NOLW Gang was too hard to say.

Ok, time to fess up. You libs really want some of those glasses like hers,
don’t you? It’s killing you that the Republicans have turned the tide in the
polls, and they get to wear those cute glasses too!

L & WY € ICasmdown F. Lee, you're out of order! Let me make my point.
Associate Justice Antonin (Anthony) Scalia, of the United States Supreme Court, was
asked about lawyers by Parade Magazine writer, Lyric Wallwork Winik (he’s gotta be a
lib with a name like that), in an article titled “Are there too many lawyers?, in the
September 14, 2008 issue. His first question was, “You've said that there are too many
lawyers in the U.S. Why do you think that?” Justice Scalia’s answer was, “I don’t mean
to criticize lawyers, just the need for so many lawyers. Lawyers don’t dig ditches or
build buildings. When a society requires such a large number of its best minds to
conduct the unproductive enterprise of the law, something is wrong with the legal
system.” He said the “unproductive enterprise of law”. Hmm. Tony, I'm feelin you
brother. Barry Obama — lawyer; Hillary Clinton — lawyer; Bill Clinton — lawyer &
pervert.

Environment al Hakkpodfauhdehatholeyet, Al? No? Ok, thanks,
just checking.
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Tree-Hu g ger U p (Asotheeone from Big Daddy reporting from his
hurricane bunker, in Fort Houston)....... The Sierra Club and the U. S. Forestry Service
were presenting an alternative to Wyoming ranchers for controlling the coyote (Texas
speak, KY*ote, or Ky*otie) population. It seems that after years of the ranchers using
the tried and true methods of shooting and/or trapping the predators, the tree-huggers
had a ‘more humane” solution. What they proposed was for the animals to be captured
alive, the males would then be castrated and let loose again. Therefore the population
would be controlled. This was actually proposed to the Wyoming Wool and Sheep
Grower’s Association by the Sierra Club and the USFS. All of the ranchers thought
about this amazing idea for a couple of minutes.

Finally, an old boy I the back of the conference room stood up, tipped his hat back and
said, “Son, I don’t think you understand our problem. Those coyotes ain’t (having sex
with) our sheep — they’re eatin’ em!”.....The laughter was deafening.

Barrack, Barry, HUS SE| N, Ob aFontoseloflyou who have been
drinking the Kool-Aid that The Messiah has been purveying, I hope you will look to his
home town area for some of the secret ingredients. Before he got all of that experience
to be the leader of the free world (143 whole days in the US Senate), he spent a little time
helping run his home state, county, and city. Remember he was a State Senator, from
the great State of Illinois, more specifically, Cook County. Now, Brothers and Sisters of
the Kook-Aid Klub, Chicago, Barry’s home town, is the County Seat of Cook County,
where he has done most of his good works. I'm talking the good works, like Cook
County upside down by $44,000,000,000 (billion). Yes, that is the most
indebtedness carried by any county in America. Oh, and remember how often Barry
speaks often about “investing in education” instead of dealing with the world bad guys —
what a fraud!), well, the school system in “Sweet Home Chicago” is one of, if
not the worst, school systems in America. A close rival is New York City
(Hillary’s area). What about sales tax, you ask? Try 10.75% in the City of Chicago
and Cook County! Yes, that is the highest in America, too. Before you know it, he’ll
be taxing that Kool-Aid you are drinking, liberal lime, isn’t it? Or is it Marxist Mango?

Fannie Mae & Freddie Mac takeover

palace! Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, were private institutions that were not a part
of the Federal Government, but are/were subject to oversight from the financial arm of
Congress.

The Players: Franklin Raines was Chairman and CEO at Fannie Mae. He was
forced to retire when Federal auditors discovered severe irregularities. He left with a

Golden Parachute of $240 Million in benefits. Tim Howard was Chief Financial
Officer of Fannie Mae. The Government Investigation determined he failed to provide
adequate oversight to key control and operating functions within Fannie Mae. He
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resigned under pressure late 2004. Basically, he cooked the books. His Golden
Parachute was $20 Million. Jim Johnson was a former executive at Lehman Brothers
and was later forced from his position as Fannie Mae’s CEO. It seems he only reported
$6 Million in income, but the audit determined it was closer to $21. He is currently
under investigation for taking illegal loans from Countrywide while serving as CEO
Fannie Mae. The Chairman of the Senate Banking Committee is Christopher J.
Dodd, Democrat, from the State of Connecticut, and the Chairman of the Financial
Services Committee, is Representative Barney Frank, Democrat from Massachusetts.

How Did This Happen?: Freddie Mac & Fannie Mae failed because loans were
being made to people, who could not afford to make the payments on the houses they
allowed to buy. Forget qualifying, they could not make the payments! These loans were
made under the “oversight” of the two Committee Chairs who were fully aware of the
graft and corruption within the two entities. Recently, before the ceiling fell in, Barney
Frank said Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae were fine, and were meeting all of their goals as
a company. What???!!!!

Where Are They Now?

Franklin Raines — Works for Obama Campaign as Chief Economic Advisor.

Tim Howard - Also a Chief Economic Advisor to Obama.

Jim Johnson — Hired as Senior Obama Finance Advisor and was selected to run
Obama’s Vice Presidential Search Committee.

Christopher Dodd - Still serves in the Senate and wants oversight control of FM &
FM.

Barney Frank — Ditto for control of FM & FM.

You are watching the socialization of the mortgage business in the name of
a perceived crisis!!! The gypsies are Socialists and Marxist, and they are pilfering
your palace (I hope I'm not offending any gypsies). They are taking is your liberties and
rights, confiscating them one item at a time, and placing them in their sacks of plunder!
This is all under the watchful eye of the King of the Gypsies — Barry HUSSEIN Obama.
Wait till he gets a key to your palace.

You Obama voters, I know your mind is made up. Mine is too, but think
about for just a minute. Ifit looks like you-know-what, feels like you-
know-what, and it smells like you-know-what, then wouldn’t you say that
the likelihood of it being you-know-what, is extremely high?

For the life of me, I cannot see what the appeal is. I guess the Kool-Aid is more powerful
than I thought.

Randall Garrett Homes, Inc. Randall W. Garrett Const. Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 1708 104 Grapevine Hwy., Suite 100
Colleyville, Texas 76034 Hurst, Texas 76054

Office: 817.475.4644 www.randallgarretthomes.com Fax: 817.472.7156




SRanoall Garvett Gajette

Price: Priceless!
Vol. X Home Builder News October 2008

Terrell Owens ..You can say what you want to about him, regarding his mouth
and his antics, but I think he is playing the hardest of any Cowboy. I know he loves him
some him, and he gets a lot of negative cinematography, but I think he wants to win
more than anyone else. You don’t always see the blocks he makes off-camera, but when
he ran down that Packer after that interception, he showed me a level, yet to be seen by
any, yes, any superstar. Plus, against the Redskins he drug one or two guys into the end
zone on his touchdown. He wanted it bad. He wants to the ball because he wants to
win, and he thinks he gives the Cowboys the best chance to score, if he gets it. I agree.
T. O., I'll eat some popcorn with you.

Randall Garrett Gazette Top 10 College Football Teams — 2008, The
Fort Worth Startle-Gram, put their top 25 teams in the paper on Thursday, August 28th,
and they have about as much chance of being right as I do so here is my Top 10, of their
top 25 (25 is just too much for me to think about): As of 10.1.08

1 Oklahoma — (last issue #1). My daughter is still on the Pom Squad. That’s why.

2 Texas — (last issue #6). Colt may now be “Colt .45” (the firearm, not the malt
liquor).

3 Alabama — (last issue UR). The most hated man in Baton Rouge and Miami,
Coach Saban, has the Tide rollin’ like a tsunami. He may actually stay 2 or 3 years
before he screws them over.

4 Missouri — (last issue #8). Brother Daniels might be the real deal and he has
lots of help.

5 LSU - (Lastissue #7). They are good, but they have not been that impressive
with weak opponents. They only beat North Texas by 30. It should have at least
70, even if they let the little kids play.

6 USC - (last issue #3). They beat Ohio State like a red-headed step child, but
they’re still trying to find Oregon State’s little Mini-me’s (from Texas), so they can
tackle them.

7 Georgia — (Last issue #2). South Carolina’s defense showed them that they are
not a top 5 team, and Alabama showed them the showers. Yikes!

8 Ohio State — (last issue #4). Wah, Wah, that’s not fair, our best player, Beenie
Wells was hurt”. Uh, he doesn’t play defense.

9 Florida — (last issue #5). Itold you Tim Tebow wasn’t that good. Ole Miss is
making me look like a football guru.

10 Texas Tech — (last issue #11). I don’t think they are clicking that well, but I have
a bunch of friends that went there and I am under severe peer pressure. They will

give me that “guns up” crap if I don’t include them in the RGG Top 10 (1 really think
they should be about 13 or 14 - shhhhh).
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The “Choked your :Chicken” 1i st
Virginia Tech - (last issue #10). Uh, anybody get the number of that train from
East Carolina that just ran over VT?
West Virginia — (last issue UR because of ugly uniform infractions). They
didn’t see the VT & East Carolina game, did they?

Special Recognition Awards:

Gomer Pyle Award — Surprise! Surprise! Surprise!: East Carolina
(see VT & UWVa. Above)

Day of Reckoning Coming Soon Award (tie): Missouri &
(Tigers come to Austin, but a week before they do, the Horns have a social mixer in the
Cotton Bowl, with the Crimson & Cream from Norman (the #1 ranked Pom Squad will
be there as well).
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FUN PAGE
Of interest....

Wine Tip of the Month (& Wine Test Tip)

Our wine tip of the month is probably a review for most of you in lieu of a tip. It
is Franciscan Qakville, 2005 Cabernet Sauvignon. I say review, because just
about everybody has had a swill or two of this wine standard. The vineyard is situated in
Oakville, the “honey hole” of Napa Valley, in close proximity of two of my favorite
vineyards, Silver Oak, and Opus (like butta). You could make great wine out of their
trash. This wine is in the low $20 range. Millsy keeps working me up on my absolute
maximum price wine, but you know how these wine kids are. You give them $5 bucks
and they’ll take a hundred. I keep forgetting who is running this paper. Anyway, the
blend of the wine is 87% Cabernet Sauvignon, 11% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc,
Petite Verdot and Malbec. The wine maker notes that is has a deep ruby red
appearance, with an aroma of cassis, ripe dark cherry and tobacco (I may call BS —
Barbara Streisand, on that tobacco part), with earthy notes of sage and peppercorn, and
sweet hints of vanilla. The flavors are (ok, here we go with this tasting description)
mouth-filling (whatever!), well structure palate of deep blackberry, coffee and spice. It
is rich and vibrant with supple tannins, finishing with notes of cassis, chocolate, and
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toasted oak. You can definitely taste the oak which is one of my favorite parts of the
palate. Maybe I was a termite before I became a wine super hero. My tip: Buy a case of
this wine and put it away for 2 or 3 years. When I swilled it, I could taste the potential
greatness that was out there in the future, but today it’s just not ready for excellence. It
is still a very enjoyable wine today, but in 2, 3, or 4 years, it may be $100-a-bottle-good.
RGG gives it a “future yummy”.

Wine test: Go buy a bottle of Oak Leaf Cabernet Sauvignon. I think the
2006 is what is being sold right now. It will have a very nice nose with a berry bouquet,
and a jammy fruit taste that tends to disappear shortly after it hits the palette. Itisa
very pleasant tasting and enjoyable wine. Put this out for your friends for a try. Tell
them you just found this at a boutique wine specialty store, and wait for their reaction. I
can tell you what their reaction will be. It will be the same as my reaction when my wife,
the lovely and talented (not to mention frugal) Ana Garrett gave me, Mr. Bigshot wine
critic, a swill. Ilooked at her and said, “Hmmm. That’s pretty good. What is it?” She
then turned the bottle around and I read the Oak Leaf label. She said, “I paid $2.97
for it!!! What???!!!....and, the boutique wine specialty store is WAL-
MART!!! Brothers and sisters of the vine, this is a darn good wine for the money. We,
at the Randall Garrett Gazette, know that times are tough right now, so if we can help
ease the economic woes of the wine children, then by golly, we're gonna do it. A case of
wine is less than $40.00.

Our Little Secret: Those of you who live in Southlake, you know you have to
maintain that false image, so here is a little idea. You can decant this wine, trash the
bottle after you scratch off the label, of course, then dig through your neighbors trash for
an empty Silver Oak, or Opus bottle (they just sold their lake house, so you know they
are flush), and set that out. Genius!

Humor of the Month

LaVerle Schlitz (no relation to the beer Schlitzes) was a small farmer & rancher
out in a rural area of Chilicothe, Texas. He lived by himself, in his humble farm house,
after his wife of twenty-eight years, Beloise, ran off with the traveling Bible salesman
that came through town. She said he had promised to show her the world through the
windshield of a 1978 Jeep Wagoneer, the one that comes with the press-on fake wood
panels on the side. She got goose bumps when he had already been to El Paso, Midland,
and Odessa, all in one week.

At this particular time she had been gone almost three months, and LaVerle was
just beginning to feel to pangs of loneliness out there on the ranch, with no one to talk to
or keep warm at night. Being lonely, way out on a ranch in Chilicothe, Texas, made it
seem like being on a deserted island out in the middle of sea of grazing pastures. It was
a summery Sunday afternoon, Laverle was sitting on his front porch, fanning himself
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with his sweat stained Stetson just like one that LBJ wore while he was in The White
House. He was gazing across the vast pasture land that he knew would not be hearty
enough for his cattle if it didn’t rain soon. As he was daydreaming, wondering if Beloise
ever thought about him at all, Bessie, a prize goat that had dropped four or five kids
since he bought her at the auction barn in Marfa, wandered up on the porch. She was
more of a pet than a head of live stock, so she was quite comfortable in close proximity
to humans. Laverle, to this day, cannot explain what got into him that day, but when
Bessie hopped up on the porch and then turned her tail to him, and, well, Laverle just
could not stop himself from committing sodomy with the goat. Afterward, he felt jus
awful, but that was not the worst possible thing. The worst possible thing was that
Fayelle Wiggins, the neighbor lady that lived about a quarter mile down the county road
witnessed the whole thing. Her husband had died three years back, so she decided to
ride her horse up to see if LaVerle would like some company, figuring he might be lonely
since Beloise had been gone. She saw the act from beginning to the end, and was so
appalled that she called the sheriff, insisting that he be brought up on charges. The
sheriff had no choice, but to go out and arrest LaVerle. Now, LaVerle and Sheriff Arvil
Gorman were fishing and hunting buddies, but he was really in a bind because that
widow lady was raising hell with the Mayor. LaVerle asked him, “Hell, Arvil, what am I
going to do?” Arvil said, “Damn, LaVerle you really did it this time, and you’re gonna
need help. You know there are only two lawyers in this town. Winston Salem is the
best litigator around. He has won cases all over the Big Bend area of Texas by picking
the perfect jurors and arguing the case till the cows came home. The only draw back
was he was not ever a very good legal scholar. He didn’t really know the law that
well, but he could B S his way through most cases. You, also know the other lawyer,
Earle Bundt. You, me, and him had gone spot lighting coyotes one time during my
heavy Jack-Daniels-medicinal period. You know, Earle graduated top of this class at
Texas Tech School of Law. He knows the law backwards and forwards, but he is kind
of a nerd and not very good at picking a jury. He always tries to get profession people
on his juries but that’s hard to do around here. Now, if there is a loop hole in the law,
he’ll find it for you because he is extremely bright. LaVerle, I can’t tell you who to pick,
but you better pick the right one because you could go to prison for a while if you
don’t.”

LaVerle thought about it for a while and picked Winston Salem. On the day of
the trial, all of the jurors were seated, and Mr. Salem called LaVerle to the witness stand
as his first witness. Mr. Winston instructed LaVerle with a rising voice the more the
spoke, “Mr. Schlitz, I want to tell the story of what happened that day back in the
summer. I want you to be totally honest, and tell these jurors, the judge, and all of
your friends and neighbors in this courtroom how you sodomized that goat! Tell them
how dropped your drawers right there on your front porch and had your way with ole
Bessie the goat! Tell them! Tell the whole truth and don’t leave nothin’ out”! LaVerle
was thinking, “Holy Moly! This is my lawyer and he is sending me to prison by
himself!” So, LaVerle started out, sheepishly (no pun intended), quietly speaking, “Well,
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T was just sitting on my front porch and ole Bessie just come up on the porch, nudged
me on the knee, and just turned her tail to me. I don’t know what happened after that.
I just couldn’t help myself.”

Juror #1 turned to Juror #2 and said, “A good goat’ll do that!”
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Parting Thought
“Seamless & Equal Beaming”

I just got back from my very first game at Owen Field, in The Gaylord Family
Stadium, at the University of Oklahoma. I went to see the OU Pom Squad, I had heard
so much about. Oh, and OU was playing TCU, too. I gotta tell you, that was an
impressive sight, sitting in the northwest corner of the north end zone looking southeast
at a Monet of intensely brilliant crimson with cream “lilies on the water” strewn about.
Also, two slivers of purple that appeared to be “checked off the glass” into the south end
of the stadium, as well. As I sat there, a graduate of UT Arlington (no, I'm not Asian,
nor was I an engineering student), I started thinking how proud I was of my daughter,
Layne (the top Pom Sqadder — it’s obvious), that she had worked herself from Grapevine
High School, to a partial dance scholarship at McLennan County Community College, to
being, one of ten Division II, “All-American Competitive Dance Team” (my Dad always
wanted an All American, he just didn’t know it would be a granddaughter, or in dance),
to a huge institution like the University of Oklahoma, and be on a Pom Squad that is on
national television as much as the Cowboys (Dallas, not Oklahoma State). She did it all
on her own. She made the contacts, got an audition, then a call back, and was good
enough to be chosen one of the 6 new members of said Pom squad, out of sixty-
something trying out. I'm not sure, but there may have been at least 86,000 people that
thought there was a search light beam coming from Section 10, Row 19, Seat 26 of Owen
Field, at the Gaylord Family Stadium, in Norman, Oklahoma. I know for a fact, there
was at least five million foot-candles emanating from that seat, plus another million
coming from her Uncle Rusty’s seat.

All of the way home I was thinking about how exciting that was for me (and Uncle
Rusty) to be able to go see Layne in that venue and on that stage. Through her
participation in that event, I actually felt like I had become fused with one of the most
heralded institutions of higher learning in America, or even the world (sorry Millsy, she
only has 2 years there — it’s not like she is an Aggie). Then, the thought occurred to me
that the case of perma-grin was not limited to the goings-on in Norman, Oklahoma, but
seamlessly spanned south down I-35 to Grapevine, Texas. That is where, Reece, my 17-
year old senior at Grapevine High School stays. I begin thinking about what a wonderful
kid she has been all of her life. You know, it is so easy it was to “beam” about Layne
because of her, let’s say, higher profile accomplishments, but I think a lot of parents
forget that being a “good kid” is a very high level of success in today’s jacked-up,
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immoral rock we call earth. As parents, we really don’t know how well did raising our
children until they get to their 30’s with no rap sheet. Hopefully they have moved out by
then, but I think our only real rule to measure our score of success is by asking the
question, “Did they grow up to be good citizens?” Even within that question,
each parent has their own Olympic Gymnast scoring scale of say, start off with a 10, and
an arrest is 0.5 deduct, a felony arrest that’s a full tenth, combined with a conviction
that’s another 2 full tenths deduction. Of course, drug re-hab stays are weighed upon
how many stays the parents actually had themselves, so that becomes subject to the
judgment of the Canadian or East German judging-style parent. Graduating from high
school and actually going to college is the equivalent to” sticking the landing”. We can
see that the “good citizen” may be a societal ruling, but each parent has their own score
for their baby. For example, Jeffrey Daimler’s mom and society would probably score
differently.

Anyway, Reece has always made excellent grades without forcible duress. She
just made them on her own. She has never really been in any trouble. Let me qualify
that by saying, I have no prior knowledge of any known citations, car wrecks, drug rehab
stays, arrests, indictments, convictions, or Federal warrants. She and her Mom may
have a supreme covert operations network, but I don’t think so. She works as a hostess
at an upper scale restaurant in Southlake, and they love her there. The manager came
up to me once, when I was doing research for the Wine Tip of the Month (This was
actually before the Gazette was a mere gleam in this reporter’s eye), and told me how
wonderfully refreshing it was for a 16 year old to be so responsible, smart, and actually
showed up for work on the days she was assigned. At 17, she is the lead hostess. Is that
the same as being in front of 86,000 people? Yea, sort of - she has to deal with a lot of
those Southlake brats (wives, not children). She seems to stay right on her life track.
She maintains friends with other successful kids. She has maintained long-term
relationship with the little hairy-legged boys (she didn’t get that from me). She is in the
thinking phase of where she wants to go to college. She took her SAT test, but wasn’t
happy with the score, so she is taking it again. When I took it, I was hissed off because it
was on a Saturday, and that totally screwed up sleeping in. One last brag, she is a very
pretty young lady that takes care of herself, and you will find it hard to win an argument
with her. She doesn’t get mad and stomp off, she beats you with better points (I lose all
of my advantage when she uses logic on me). My point is (am I glowing?) that little girls
flies under the radar as far as being on a high profile, but there is another 5 Million foot-
candles coming from Hurst, Texas, 104 Grapevine Highway, Suite 100, the back office,
with all the celebrity autographs hung on the wall and steel die-cast cars representing
every car I never had. IfI could animate those cars and stars they could see the beam as
well as all of those Crimsons and Creams, with the glass checked purple slivers.

Is there seamless and equal beaming at
your house?
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